The automatic implantable cardioverter-defibrillator. Implications for anaesthetists.
This paper describes the anaesthetic management of a patient who had an automatic implantable cardioverter-defibrillator. The working principles of the device, the indications for its insertion and the postoperative complications, are discussed. An increasing number of cardioverter-defibrillators are being implanted in the UK. At least two general anaesthetics are required for each patient; one for implantation of the device and a second for testing its efficiency in terminating ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation. In future, the number of patients presenting for noncardiac surgical procedures is likely to increase, therefore every anaesthetist should be aware of the problems involved in management.